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broken on one side and still bind the other. I say to you

gentlemen in Virginia, as I said on the shores of Lake

Erie and in the city of Boston, as I may say again, in that

city or elsewhere in the North, that you of the South have

as much right to receive your fugitive slaves as the North

has any of its rights and privileges of navigation and com-

merce. I desire to be understood here among you, and

throughout the country, that in hopes, thoughts and feel-

ings, I profess to be an American ; altogether and nothing

but an American. (Loud and continued cheering.) And
that I am for the Constitution, and the whole Constitution.

1 am as ready to iisrht and fall for the constitutional rights

of Virginia as I am for those of Massachusetts. I pour

out to you, gentlemen, my whole heart, and I assure you

that these are my sentiments. ( Cheers. ) I would no more

see a feather plucked unjustly from the honor of Virginia,

than I would see one so plucked from the honor of Massa-

chusetts. (Great applause.) It has been said that I have,

by the course I have thought proper to pursue, displeased a

portion of the people of Massachusetts. That is true, atid

if I had dissatisfied more of them, what of that. (Great

and continued applause.) I was in the Senate of the

United States, and had sworn to support the Constitution

of the United States. That Constitution made me a Sen-

ator of the L'nited States, acting for all the States, and my
vote was to bind the whole countrv. I was a senator for the

whole country. (Applause.) What exclusive regard had

I to pay to the wishes of Massachusetts upon a question

affecting the whole nation, and in which my vote was to

bind Virginia as well as Massachusetts ? My vote wa*' to

affect the interests of the w^hole country, and was fo Be

given on matters of high .constitutional character. I as-

sure you, gentlemen, I no more respected the instructions


